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The reader, familiar with Spinoza s writings and recalling the all too scanty story of his life, may wonder, not
without warrant, at the title of this essay. Should he contend that Spinoza cared little for education and less for
children, he will not find Spinoza s life wanting in episodes nor his books lacking in tenets to support his
assertion. Since Pestalozzi, childhood has become the touchstone of education. Spinoza had little interest in
children. He has little to say about them, and from the collocutions in which they are mentioned, it is evident
that he esteemed them but slightly. He admits that they rank higher than slaves;1 yet speaking of the silly
behavior ascribed to ghosts he can think of no stronger condemnation than to say that they act like madmen,
fools, and children.2 But all educators are not Pestalozzis nor all philosophers, Froebels. Education is broader
than childhood, and Spinoza s interest may have been for adults. Were this so, it would doubtless be apparent
in his attitude toward his neighbors. There is, for example, his rejoinder to his landlady, the Widow Van Velden
or perhaps Vrow Van der Spyck. Aware of his eminence as a critic of the Bible, she asked him whether she could
be saved in the religion she professed. He replied, Your Religion is a very good one; you need not look for
another, nor doubt that...
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