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rejoices with the author, who tears from her and emphasizes the shameful confession of her tricks and her
greed. Having arrived so far, satirical reflection quits the literary form. In order the better to develop itself, it
exhibits itself alone. Thackeray now attacks vice himself, and in his own name. No author is more fertile in
dissertations; he constantly enters his story to reprimand or instruct us; he adds theoretical to active morality.
We might glean from his novels one or two volumes of essays, in the manner of La Bruyere or of Addison. There
are essays on love, on vanity, on hypocrisy, on meanness, on all the virtues, on all the vices; and turning over a
few pages, we shall find one on the comedies of legacies, and on too Vanity Fair, ch. xix. attentive relatives:
What a dignity it gives an old lady, that balance at the banker s! How tenderly we look at her faults, if she is a
relative (and may every reader have a score of such), what a kind, good-natured old creature we find her! How
the junior partner of Hobbs and Dobbs leads her smiling to the carriage, with the lozenge upon it, and the fat
wheezy coachman! How, when she comes to pay us a...
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