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COMBAT OPERATIONS C I without laying siege to them, and to overthrow his State without blood-2 ying swords.
Much is covered in this poetic and terse work. Sun Tzu was writing for a vastly diFerent time and military
system, so there is some danger of reading more into his statements than was there originally. Even so, the
seemingly modern flavor of many of his observations is impressive. The organization of The Art of War also
presents some diFiculties since observa-tions about issues of current interest are somewhat scattered. This
review regroups observations to show Sun Tzus thoughts on the objectives of war, civil-military relations,
principles of war, and tactical matters. Objectives of War Sun Tzu stresses the vital importance of war to the
very sur-3 vival of the state and commends its careful study. This emphasis is due to his recognition that war in
his day was no longer a game played by rulers but was now a serious instru-4 ment of national power. Victory
was the main object, but a quick decision was essential since there has never been a 5 protracted war from
which a country has benefited. His advice on the employment of military force holds strongly today: If not in the
interests of the state, do not act. If you cannot succeed, do not use troops. If you are not in danger, do 6 not
fight. Civil-Military Relationships Sun Tzu recognized the control of the ruler over the army but interpreted the
relations between ruler and general...
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