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the provision related to the Marine Mammal Pro-tection Act, are Limited to Military Readiness Activities. Our
initiatives have been portrayed by some as attempting to exempt and grant special reprieve to DoD from
environmental statutes, give the Department of Defense a blanket exemption to ignore our laws, and violate the
principle that no government agency should be above the law. In reality, our initiative would apply only to
military readiness activities. We believe we must recognize the militarys unique duty to prepare for and win
armed conflicts - unlike any private organization, State, or local govern-ment. The requested changes are
therefore narrowly focused on military readiness activities - those actions necessary to discharge that duty.
They will not affect DoDs compliance with environmental laws in the management of its infrastructure or
industrial operations that are similar to those of private companies. We Do Not Seek Exemptions from
Environmental Law. Our initiative does not seek to exempt even our readiness activities from the environmental
laws. Rather, it clarifies and confirms existing regulatory policies that recognize the unique na-ture of our
activities. As for the Marine Mammal Protection Act, our proposal would codify the Clinton Administrations
proposed policy on harassment , which | will addresses further later in my testimony. We Remain Committed to
Environmental Compliance. There has been concern ex-pressed that the proposed legislation foreshadowed a
DoD retreat from its environ-mental responsibilities. DoD has no intentions of backing away from our environ-
mental stewardship responsibilities. We remain fully committed. What we do seek...
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