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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .down in a precise form of observations and experiments in the physical
sciences, in chemistry, astronomy and physiology. In the prefatory remarks to the third volume, they observed
that in the field of the arts (using that word in the wide sense of practical applications of the various sciences to
the advancement and satisfaction of human needs and desires) the Encyclopedia will commence what future
generations will finish and perfect. The arts, the precious monuments of human industry, will no longer run the
risk of being lost and forgotten; facts will not be buried in the workshops or retained only in the hands of artist;
they will be laid open before philosophers, and enlightened reflection will do what the blind practice of the
empiric could not achieve. The collaborateurs of the great eighteenth century dictionary had all the primitive
simplicity of the early Renaissance workers in their hope of prolonging human life, of alleviating human
sufferings, of remedying human diseases by the application of scientific principles and new discoveries in
medicine and chemistry. They completed the work of destruction which the Renaissance had inaugurated; in
the search for truth they naturally dispelled the superstitions of astrology, geomancy and alchemy; they
revolted against the whole medieval system of life and thought; they burnt up under their scorching zeal the
fragments of 1 the idols of the Middle Ages, which the Renaissance might have accidentally spared. With a zeal
not unlike that of the Crusaders of the Middle...
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