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Excerpt: . OFFICIAL RANK AND DIGNITY OF A PILOT. THB RISE
AND DECADENCE OF THE PILOTS ASSOCIATION. In my
preceding articles I have tried, by going into the minutiae of
the science of piloting, to carry the reader step by step to a
comprehension of what the science consists of; and at the
same time I have tried to show him that it is a very curious and
wonderful science, too, and very worthy of his attention. If I
have seemed to love my subject, it is no surprising thing, for I
loved the profession far better than any I have followed since,
and I took a measureless pride in it. The reason is plain: a pilot
in those days, was the only unfettered and entirely independent
human being that lived in the earth. Kings are but the
hampered servants of parliament and people; parliaments...
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